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Adding Google Earth and Google Maps 
to Your Curriculum 

Joan Kane
Whitney M. Young Magnet High School

Chicago Public Schools

What’s the Difference

• Google Maps
– Free web map server application 
– Offers street maps, a route planner, and an 

urban business locator 
• Google Earth

– Free 3D globe maps of the earth using 
images obtained from satellite imagery, aerial 
photography and GIS

– Offers enhanced globe-viewing features
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Google Earth

• Panels
– Fly to
– Directions
– Layers

• Measuring distances
– Using lines
– Using paths

Creating Placemarks

Valley Forge
• Wikipedia entry
• Creating a placemark
• Adding a link to:

Try these <a 
href="http://www.ushistory.org/valleyforge/kids/index.html"> Valley 
Forge games</a> 

• Inserting a picture
<img src="c:\washington.jpg">
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Setting Up a Tour

• Creating a folder
• Organizing the placemarks
• Playing the tour
• Saving the tour

Using Google Earth in the 
Curriculum

• Language Arts:
Explore the places in Jules Verne’s 
Around the World in Eighty Days
http://bbs.keyhole.com/ubb/download.php?Number=156427

• Explore Antarctica with Sir Ernest 
Shackelton
http://bbs.keyhole.com/ubb/download.php?Number=151193
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Google Earth Games

Try these games:
• Brewster Jennings Protects America

http://www.brewsterjennings.com/
• Guess the Place

http://www.gamesforthebrain.com/game/g
uessplace/

Questions?

Joan Kane
nkane@cps.k12.il.us


